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The reclamation for the Silver Reef Mine site hinges
several contingencies. The best case scenario involves removi
tanks and buildings from the site for salvage (no cost), that
the tanks are empty and will not need special handling. The wo

case scenario would require special handling of I'harmfulr'liqu
the tanks and removal by drums to a hazardous waste disposal s
At this point in time, it has not been determined if there are
liquids (harmfuL or otherwise) contained in the tanks, and
therefore, if the best case or worst case scenario woufd apply
somewhere in between.

BEST CASE

Tanks and structures removed from the mine site at no cost:

a. J nPachucal tanks
b. 4 Precipitation tanks
c. I Transformer and small building
d. 5 ceIIs of fiberglass-Lined tanks (with anodes)*

* The six cells woul-d need to have the I'slimy solutionrron
the bottom pumped and removed to a proper d-isposal site'
This may cost about $2,000.

The miscellaneous garbage on site could be removed by dump
truck to the eounty 1andfi1l (including broken pipes, PVC sprinkler
leach lines, etc.). There is the possibility that some of the scrap
iron, grates, metal decks and abandoned machinery could be salvaged
and removed from the site for no cost.

The leaching pond would need to be sampled and possibly
neutral,ized with lime. This would cost about $100.
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The visible asphalt lining for the ponds and pads (about 7rr
or Srrthick) could be broken up and removed to a landfill. The
leach pads should bre regraded, ripped, and seeded. The unpavecl
roads on the mine site should be ripped and seeded also. (A
revegetation test plot should be established by the Division to
moni[or progress at the site and possibly reseeded in the future.)
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If the Division had to decommission some or al1 of the
structures and remove them from the site (the tanks are still
considered empty) tnen this would cost about $5'000-$10'000. The
remainder of the monies would be spent on regradingr rlpping and
seeding the mine area.

WORST CASE SCENARIO

The tanks may be filled with rrtoxict' substances that need
to be handled in a proper way. If the 4 precipitation tanks, for
example, have a volume of 7,500 gallons each of liquids that woul-d
need to be pumpedr put in drums and shipped to a hazardous waste
site, this could cost about $150,000, which is 7 times the money the
Division has for the reclamatj-on, 0bviousl-y, sampling needs to be
done to see if there are any harmful liquids in any of the tanks on
site.
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